KABLOONA
snow into the water that filled the seal hole. The seal would
displace the water as he rose, and with the water the marker
would rise. When the marker sank, the hunter would know
that the water was back in place and the seal had risen.
From his sack, again, he took a square of bearskin and stood
on it about a foot away from the hole. He brought out a steel
spear-head which he fastened to the point of his harpoon, and
he rested the harpoon horizontally in front of him on a pair of
forked sticks that stood upright in the snow. Round his hand he
looped the cord tied to the detachable spear-head, and he stood
now ready for the kill. When the marker rose he would take the
harpoon in his hand. When it sank again, he would drive the
spear straight down with one powerful stroke. The spear-head
would be deeply imbedded in the seal. He would detach the
handle and pull at the cord with all his strength, hauling up the
hundred-pound beast.
But the kill might be long delayed. The seal, having several
breathing-holes, might be hours coining or might not come
at all. I myself had met a hunter who had spent three days
motionless in that extraordinary attitude in which they stand, .
feet planted together, head down, bottom high, forced by the
seal's acute hearing to maintain absolute silence — and all to
no avail. Angus Gavin, at Perry River, came back once from
sealing, very disappointed to return empty-handed.
'How long did you wait at the hole?' an Eskimo asked him.
Tour freezing hours I' Gavin answered indignantly.
The Eskimo looked at him soberly.   Tour days is not too
many,' he said.
I had been ordered by my Eskimo to move off, and it was
from a distance of a hundred feet that I waited and watched,
and photographed the scene. I was in great luck. An hour had
not gone by before we heard a shout. A seal! As soon as a seal
has been speared, the hunter cries out, *I have killed the seal!*
and instantly the others abandon their aglu and race to be in at
the kiU.
We ran as fast as we could, for the winner of the race receives
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